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Presently, the FDA has approximately 39 

different buildings in 21 different locations and 
6,000 employees throughout the Washington, 
DC metropolitan area. The purpose of the 
consolidation project was to condense those 
buildings, employees, and locations into one 
site, the former Naval Surface Warfare Center 
in White Oak Maryland. There are several 
benefits of this consolidation: one, it would 
allow for the design and construction of a 
Center for Drug Evaluation and Research Lab-
oratory (CDER). Two, there would be a sav-
ings of more than $200 million in lease costs 
over a ten year term. Three, it would help fill 
the void left by the closure of the 700 acre 
White Oak Naval Surface Warfare Center. 

I am aware that no construction projects 
were funded by the Treasury/Postal sub-
committee; however, this project benefits the 
nation by establishing a much needed drug 
evaluation and research laboratory while re-
ducing costs for taxpayers. 

I urge the conferees to restore the funding 
that was part of the President’s proposed FY 
2001 budget. 
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A TRIBUTE TO DETECTIVE MATT 
EATON 

HON. GARY G. MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2000 

Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to congratulate Detective Matt Eaton, 
of the Montclair, California Police Department, 
for earning the Montclair Chamber of Com-
merce 1999 Annual Achievement Award. 

Detective Eaton was hired as a full-time po-
lice officer in 1989, working the cornerstone of 
policing, patrol enforcement. Over the past 
eleven years, Detective Eaton has developed 
his highly specialized skills through training 
and daily experiences. 

Known for his energy and enthusiasm, De-
tective Eaton is quick to volunteer to help oth-
ers with their tasks. He commits great effort 
and dedication to his job, often working late on 
his days off His vision and leadership led to 
the development of a county-wide standard-
ized Crimes Against Children Protocol. How-
ever, Detective Eaton’s dedication is not lim-
ited to the City of Montclair. He drafted a Cali-
fornia State Assembly Bill designed to protect 
all residents from the invasion of concealed 
cameras. 

Detective Eaton has been recognized by 
Project Sister, Child Protective Services, the 
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, San 
Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department, and 
he has been honored by his own department 
as the recipient of their Annual Achievement 
Award. 

Detective Eaton’s eleven years of exemplary 
service distinguishes him as a true American 
hero, worthy of this Congress’ praise and grat-
itude. 

HONORING THE CHILDREN’S INN 
AT NIH 

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2000 

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize and celebrate the 10th Anniversary of 
the Children’s Inn at the National Institute of 
Health, located in Bethesda, Maryland. The 
Children’s Inn has provided the critical service 
of a warm, friendly, and comfortable environ-
ment for seriously ill pediatric patients and 
their families since June of 1990. 

The NIH is the premier biomedical research 
facility in the world. Children from across the 
nation and around the world regularly travel to 
the NIH to receive extraordinary treatments for 
many illnesses and disorders. While patients 
receive their medical treatments, the Chil-
dren’s Inn provides a comforting, stable envi-
ronment for families going through the emo-
tionally draining experience of treating a seri-
ously ill child. 

During the past 10 years, nearly 4,000 chil-
dren and their families have made 23,263 vis-
its to The Children’s Inn. The facility provides 
a welcome solace for both patients and fami-
lies. A warm group of staff members and vol-
unteers assure that each resident of the Chil-
dren’s Inn is comfortable and feels at home. 
At the end of long days filled with tests and 
treatments, the young patients are greeted at 
the Inn with a variety of activities. The children 
can enjoy arts and crafts, bingo, movies, video 
games, computers, and the fellowship of other 
children sharing similar experiences. 

Families staying at the Children’s Inn are 
provided a 24-hour support network of gra-
cious and compassionate staff, volunteers, 
and other parents caring for children. This pro-
vides an invaluable resource in boosting mo-
rale, and makes the treatment process not 
only bearable, but also enjoyable for both pa-
tients and family members. 

A recent story in a local Montgomery Coun-
ty, Maryland newspaper told the story of a 
mother of a terminally ill child who was a resi-
dent at The Children’s Inn on various occa-
sions. Speaking of the positive influence the 
Children’s Inn has had on her family, she said, 
‘‘The Inn was one of the greatest gifts I could 
receive.’’ 

Congratulations to the Children’s Inn for 10 
years of devoted service to our community. 
Keep up the great work! 
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EDWARDS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: 
MUSTAFAA SALEH AND LISA 
MATTESON 

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2000 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, these students 
are all credit to their families and the Chicago 
community. I wish them tremendous success 
in their continuing education and future aspira-
tions. Furthermore, I charge all of them to use 
their strength and leadership in service to this 

great nation. Mr. Speaker, I am again pleased 
to offer my sincere congratulations the winners 
of my 2000 Spirit of Achievement Award pro-
gram. 
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RICHARD H. BLADES, 1930–1999: 
PUBLIC SERVANT 

HON. STEPHEN HORN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 27, 2000 

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, late last year, we 
lost a remarkable man—a man who made sig-
nificant contributions to every field he touched: 
the non-profit sector, business, politics, and 
government, including the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Richard H. Blades was an expert in public 
relations who never sought publicity for him-
self, a political strategist of the first rank who 
never held office, a man of comfortable means 
who never forgot those less fortunate, and a 
man with a great sense of humor who never 
failed to confront the serious issues of his 
community, state, and nation. 

Dick Blades was born in Huntington Park, 
California, and established a reputation in high 
school, and at the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, as a skilled debater. After graduating 
from U.S.C. in 1952, Dick began work as a 
public relations consultant and political strate-
gist. He also established an extraordinary part-
nership with Alphonzo Bell. 

In the 1950s, Al Bell was a major figure in 
the California Republican Party serving as 
Chairman of the State Republican Central 
Committee, and later as Chair of the Los An-
geles County Republican Central Committee. 
Dick worked with Al Bell on some of the leg-
endary internal battles of the Republican party 
in the 1950’s—featuring such larger-than-life 
figures as Governor Goodwin Knight, Senator 
William F. Knowland, the Republican Leader 
of the United States Senate, Senator Thomas 
H. Kuchel, the Republican Whip, and Vice 
President Richard M. Nixon. 

Alphonzo Bell was then elected to the 
House of Representatives in 1960 from Los 
Angeles and would serve for sixteen very dis-
tinguished years. During those years, Dick as-
sisted Congressman Bell in a variety of capac-
ities, including campaign manager, field rep-
resentative, and administrative assistant. Dick 
also found time to consult on Nelson Rocke-
feller’s 1964 campaign for President, and 
Charles Percy’s victorious 1966 campaign for 
United States Senate in Illinois. 

The partnership of Congressman Bell and 
Dick Blades enjoyed great success and they 
had many significant legislative accomplish-
ments in the 1960’s and 1970’s, especially in 
the areas of education, space and technology, 
and the environment. Their proudest achieve-
ments included initiating the preservation of 
the Santa Monica Mountains and the Channel 
Islands, and establishing the San Onofre area 
as a public beach. 

Dick had great respect for the House of 
Representatives as an institution where di-
verse people and interests would come to-
gether to resolve conflicts. He is an example 
of what makes this institution work—the dedi-
cated staff member who serves his Represent-
ative, Congress, and the country, with honor, 
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